
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Summer is off to a great start this year. 
Due to the efforts of the board, mem-
bers, developer, and Braytons we have 
accomplished some milestone events. 
For the first time in many years the 
South BLM fence has been repaired and 
none of our cows escaped, nor did any 
of the neighbors cows come for a visit. 
Thanks mostly to David Turley, we have 
a new metal roof on the barn. Paul has 
completed training and testing to be-
come a certified operator for Utah state 
drinking water. All of our accounting 
records are reconciled with Quick 
books accounting. We have executed a 
ten year cattle lease with Hunt Long-
horn Cattle that has more than doubled 
our lease revenue. About 300 acres of 
land has been planted and producing 
forage. A several year long lawsuit was 
resolved. New decks are underway for 
cabins 2 and 4.  
 
We have the following projects in prog-
ress with hopes to complete them by 
fall:  A pavilion at the fish ponds, a new 
metal roof on the ranch house, repairs 
to the lower water system and tank to 
bring the system into full compliance 
with state regulations, finish the repairs 
on the BLM cattle watering well, and 
finish stabilizing the barn.  
 
As you can see, everyone has been busy 
and productive this year. Many of these 
projects will bring closure to problems 
that we have had for 10+ years. I want 
to express my appreciation and gratitude 
to the members who have helped and 
supported these efforts and to the cur-
rent board, the Braytons, and developer 
Dale Clarkson for all the cooperative  
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FROM THE RANCH MANAGER 
 
Hi again and happy summer from Deer 
Springs Ranch.  Our season is fully un-
der way, however, we are missing many 
visitors in August!  Check your calen-
dars and make a reservation to come out 
before the season is over.  
 
The Longhorns are here! So far this sea-
son we have had two cattle drives, we 
are sorry to report that no one from 
DSR participated....although Dave Tur-
ley did take some pictures for us, he 
wasn't able to bring horses up for that 
particular trip, he did bring his bike, but 
we weren't sure how the Longhorns 
would react to that strange animal!   
  
We have started a new tradition in con-
junction with our Fourth of July BBQ, 
this year we had a flag raising ceremony 
that brought tears to my eyes.  The BBQ 
was a great success, I would estimate 
about 80 to 90 participants. Paul had 
everyone, young and old, bobbing for 
apples.  Kids played on the slip and slide 
and everyone brought and ate wonderful 
food.  Thank you to all who partici-
pated.  
 
Don't forget we have Friday night 
BBQ's for $10 per person, buffet style, 
usually chicken and steak with various 
side dishes. You can come in and eat 
your first night with out cooking or 
clean up. Then stick around for a fire 
and s'mores and banana boats.....if you 
don't know what a banana boat is, you'll 
have to come down and find out....till 
then you're missing out!! 
 
There is a new roof on the old barn at 
HQ.  There is a new fire pit at the 
ponds, swimming and fishing are great. 
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efforts this year.  
 
In preparation for the annual meeting 
and balloting, it is time to submit nomi-
nations for board members. Board 
members must be willing to attend 
monthly meetings and take on one of 
more areas of responsibility to manage, 
such as, finance, legal, agriculture, cab-
ins, activities, roads, water, etc. Once 
we receive the nominations and verify 
the nominee’s willingness to perform 
the board members responsibilities, they 
will be added to the ballot for the an-
nual meeting voting process. 
  
Time to roll up your sleeves and look at 
this two year commitment to serve as 
we have at least four board positions 
opened on the seven member board. 
Hold over board positions are Brent 
Fullmer, Ben Clarkson and myself. Va-
cated positions are Ed Belinski, John  
Harris, David Turley and Shawna Cox. 
Some of these board members may also 
consider running again, but at this time 
it looks like we may need to fill a few 
vacancies with some nominees. The 
annual membership meeting will be on 
September 11th, 2010 at 10:00am at 
the Ranch Headquarters. Please submit 
your nominations by email to 
linda@deerspringsranch.org or by mail 
in to Deer Springs Ranch, PO Box 254, 
Kanab, Utah 84741. Nominations must 
be received by July 28th, 2010.  Nomi-
nations received after August 5th will 
have to be considered "write-in". 
 
I hope you have a great summer.  
 
Happy Trails, 
Dirk Clayson 
DSROA President  
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UPCOMING RANCH ACTIVITIES 
 
Shawna Cox 
 
1. Long Horn trail drive - JUNE 12 - 
see the photos. 
 
2. Fourth of July Celebration - JULY 3  
Very successful.  They had a flag cere-
mony utilizing the new flag pole that 
Ken Lent donated.  Ken suggested the 
ranch budget in a New Flag every 6 
months. 
 
3. Ranch Olympics - AUGUST 12 
 
4. Annual Board Meeting - SEPTEM-
BER 11 
               a. Tour of Ranch 
               b. Barbecue and Lunch  
     
GPS devices have been purchased. Geo 
cache course soon to be set up.  Com-
pass Course, Running Course, Plant/
Animal search,  to be available for any-
one using the cabins. 
      
The organizers for the Desert Foxes 
motorcycle races SEPTEMBER 29 - 
OCTOBER 1st.  Brent Fullmer will be 
on hand to help and he also will main-
tain the course for future use by the De-
sert Foxes as well as ranch members. 
 
Shooting range already exists at the 
windmill. 

LONGHORN CATTLE DRIVE AND 
FOURTH OF JULY AT DSR 
 

THE “OLD BARN” GETS A NEW 
ROOF - 

Manager, cont’d. 
 
The 40k gallon water storage tank is 
scheduled to be re-finished in August. 
 
The fields that have been planted as a 
"dry farming" experiment have turned 
out pretty well and the Johnson family 
has been able to harvest some of their 
fields. 
 
Things are moving right along here, 
hope to see you all in September for the 
annual meeting. 
 
My son, Jeremy, spotted an elk up by the 
meadow this morning.  
 
Paul and Nancy Brayton 
deerspringsranch@gmail.com 
435-689-1498 

C’MON OUT TO THE RANCH! 
 
There’s plenty of room in the cabins 
during August. 
 
Take a little time off and enjoy some 
time at the Ranch before school starts 
and things get busy. 
 
Make your reservations at the deer-
springsranch.org website soon. 



INFORMATION RESOURCES 
FOR DSR MEMBERS 
 
Keep up-to-date on Ranch news at the 
official Deer Springs Ranch website: 
 
www.deerspringsranch.org 
 
Share opinions, meet other members,  
discuss current events at the online DSR 
Discussion Group: 
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
dsrgroup/ 
 
Check for upcoming Board meetings at: 
 
http://www.deerspringsranch.org/
board/nextmeeting.php 
 
Board meeting minutes and audio re-
cordings are here: 
 
http://www.deerspringsranch.org/
board/boardnotes.php 
 
Catch you at the next meeting! 

MEMORIES OF THE TROUT 
PONDS 
 
by Dave Turley 
 
I took a dip in the upper pond the other 
day.  Actually, I jumped in many, many 
times.  It was so much fun.  For two 
hours I played in the water.  My lily-
white skin hadn't seen the sun for many 
moons.  Boy, did I get a sunburn.  I had 
to grab the willows growing along the 
edge to pull myself out.  Wild roses can 
be found growing among the willows.  
Occasionally I grabbed a handful with 
sharp thorns that scratched and cut my 
hands.  My thoughts went back to the 
mid 70's.  I was there the first time 
someone drove across the dam of the 
upper pond.  It was the kid from Phoe-
nix who was working at the ranch that 
summer.  The tire of the old green Inter-
national pickup went down off the 
south side of the dam in the soft dirt.  
He pushed open the passenger side door 
and jumped out.  He thought for sure 
the truck was going clear to the bottom.  
Speaking of bottoms...That same day, 
Larry Clarkson and I were told to burn 
the dry cattails that were in the bottom 
of the ravine, before the water started to 
rise.  It was our big assignment, to burn 
something.  So, we set fire to the dried 
and matted cattails at the base of the 
dam.  We walked upstream and forgot 
about the fire.  Then Larry noticed the 
fire was coming towards us very 
quickly and said, "Let's get out of here."  
The sides of the ravine were too steep 
and too high, so we ran further up 
stream.  We grabbed at the roots and 
clawed our way up the side, trying to 
get out before the fire got to us.  I re-
member how hot the fire was.  I also 
remember being grateful for the wild 
roses and how painful it was pulling 
myself out.  I made it up and started to 
run.  Larry's cries for help brought me 
back.  He will probably tell the story a 
little differently.  Larry will say that he 
was able to get out first and it was me 
crying for help.  But, since I'm telling 
the story, it was me that went back for 
him.  I pulled him out and we ran for 
our lives.  Clark Lamb was nearby on 
his Caterpillar, finishing the dam.  He 
saw what was happening so he cut a 
road through the sage brush and stopped 
the fire.  So, there you have it.  The rose 
bushes along the water's edge were put 
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there for a purpose.  Both to save my 
life as a scared kid of 14 and 35 years 
later to help get me out as an old, fat 
bald guy.  Enjoy the ponds.  You can 
fish along the banks, sit and watch the 
ducks, ice skate in the winter, or bring 
your bike and take a dip like I did.      
 
Dave Turley  

DEER SPRINGS RANCH WILD-
FIRE FUEL REDUCTION (FUEL 
BREAKS) PROJECT 
 
PURPOSE: To reduce hazardous fuel at 
Deer Springs, to aid in the event of a 
wildfire in and around the community 
of Deer Springs Ranch, Utah and also to 
enhance firefighting tactics.  This work 
will aid in ingress and egress. 
  
Area of the project will be north of the 
Gravel Pit on Meadow Canyon Road 
and is outlined on the map below. 
 
Will be performed by Kane County.  

For full details see the DSROA website. 

NOMINATIONS NEEDED 
 
Deer Springs Ranch Owners Associa-
tion is seeking nominations for Board 
Members to fill 4 (four) seats being 
vacated this term. Please submit your 
nominations by July 28, 2010 by email 
to linda@deerspringsranch.org or by 
regular mail to:  
 
DSROA 
P.O. Box 254 
Kanab, Utah 84741   
 
Nominations received after August 5th 
will have to be considered "write-in". 

WE NEED YOUR DSR STORIES! 
 
Like Dave, some of you have been com-
ing to the Ranch for many years, and 
you have GOT to have some stories! 
 
We would like to put them in the news-
letter.  Send your best ones to: 
 
webmaster@deerspringsranch.org 
 
And thanks! 


